




A Periodic Table of Candy
Directions: Cut out the following candies below and start organizing by features and 
characteristics.  Create a data table to help you organize the information you collected and 
use that information to construct a Periodic Table of Candy in your Science Interactive 
Notebook.  Make sure groups (vertical columns) share similar characteristics.  You do not 
need to have the same number of candy in each group.

Candy (From Left to Right): Gummy Bears, Peanut M&Ms, Candy Corn, Sour Gummy Worms, 
Conversation Hearts, Candy Canes, Peanut Butter Cups, Licorice, Gumballs, Gumdrops, Jelly 
Beans, Regular M&Ms, Suckers, Truffles, Caramels, Mints, Snickers, Sour Patch Kids, 
Lifesavers, Dots
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Section 3: The Periodic Table

Instructions: 

Students will see how Dmitri Mendeleev felt (sort of) when he took on the 
task of organizing the Periodic Table of Elements.  For this activity, 
students will need to categorize and organize twenty different candies – 
making sure those with similar properties are in the same group.  The 
students’ Periodic Table of Candies will vary based on what features of 
candy they used.  To make this activity more challenging and personal, have 
students choose twenty of something they would like to organize and have 
them find pictures of each (i.e. food, cars, animals, clothes, etc.) and 
create a Periodic Table.  Allow time for sharing. 

A mini-quiz and a student cut-out page of candy are included for this 
concept.
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Physical Science

Enjoy this activity from our Atoms and the Periodic Table 
Interactive Notebook. Find the complete unit here, which 
includes both digital and traditional Interactive Notebooks, 
Editable Notes, engaging PowerPoints, Unit Tests and Quizzes, 
Demonstrations, Labs, Science Stations, Digital and Traditional 
Task Cards, and Study Guides. All our units are fully aligned 
with NGSS standards and follow the 5E model to support 
effective and engaging science instruction.
Explore our comprehensive Middle School Science Curriculum 
for Life Science, Physical Science, and Earth Science by 
clicking below!

Earth Science Life Science
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https://ngsmagnified.com/physical-science-curriculum/
https://ngsmagnified.com/product/atoms-periodic-unit-5e-model/
https://ngsmagnified.com/earth-science-curriculum/
https://ngsmagnified.com/life-science-curriculum/


Thank you for sharing NGS Magnified with your students!

Terms of Use

Copyright © Nitty Gritty Science, LLC, DBA NGS Magnified. All rights reserved 
by author Dr. Erica Colón. This product is to be used by the original 

downloader only. Copying for more than one teacher, classroom, department, 
school, or school system is prohibited. This product may not be distributed or 
displayed digitally for public view. Failure to comply is a copyright infringement 

and a violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA). Clipart and 
elements found in this PDF are copyrighted and cannot be extracted and 

used outside of this file without permission or license. Intended for 
classroom and personal use ONLY.
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