




Instructions: 

Students will need to do a little research to 

determine which trimester certain stages of 

fetal development occur.  Of course I 

couldn’t help myself and had to wrap up 

this little activity in a cute little “diaper” 

foldable.

Printable for diaper foldable with checklist, 

answer key and mini-quiz have all been 

included for this concept.  I even threw in 

the safety pin clip art ☺  
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Section 5: The Endocrine & Reproductive System



Fetal Development

Directions: Read the following descriptions of fetal development and research to 

discover during which trimester the event takes place or begins.  Check the correct 

column for each event. Cut the diaper foldable out and paste the completed “diaper” 

table in your Science Interactive Notebook.

Fetal Development

Description

Trimesters

1st

Weeks 1-12

2nd

Weeks 13-28

3rd

Weeks 29-40

Organs of fetus are ready to 
function on their own.

Embryo shows small structure that 
looks like tail, which is an 
extension of the tailbone.

If a boy, testicles move into the 
scrotum; if a girl a lifetime supply 
of eggs have formed in ovaries.

Eyes are able to open.

Fetus practices “breathing” 
movements.

Sex of fetus can be determined

Embryo becomes a fetus.

Fetus exercises muscles and may 
suck thumb.

Skin begins to form.

Fetus becomes oriented head-
down

Heart finishes dividing into four 
chambers and valves form.

Bones are soft, but fully formed.

Lungs are formed, but do not work.
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Answer Key: Fetal Development

Fetal Development

Description

Trimesters

1st

Weeks 1-12

2nd

Weeks 13-28

3rd

Weeks 29-40

Organs of fetus are ready to 
function on their own.

Embryo shows small structure that 
looks like tail, which is an extension 

of the tailbone.

If a boy, testicles move into the 
scrotum; if a girl a lifetime supply 
of eggs have formed in ovaries.

Eyes are able to open.

Fetus practices “breathing” 
movements.

Sex of fetus can be determined

Embryo becomes a fetus.

Fetus exercises muscles and may 
suck thumb.

Skin begins to form.

Fetus becomes oriented head-
down

Heart finishes dividing into four 
chambers and valves form.

Bones are soft, but fully formed.

Lungs are formed, but do not work.
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Physical Science

Enjoy this activity from our Human Body Interactive Notebook. 
Find the complete unit here, which includes both digital and 
traditional Interactive Notebooks, Editable Notes, engaging 
PowerPoints, Unit Tests and Quizzes, Demonstrations, Labs, 
Science Stations, Digital and Traditional Task Cards, and Study 
Guides. All our units are fully aligned with NGSS standards and 
follow the 5E model to support effective and engaging science 
instruction.
Explore our comprehensive Middle School Science Curriculum 
for Life Science, Physical Science, and Earth Science by clicking 
below!

Earth Science Life Science

©NGS

https://ngsmagnified.com/physical-science-curriculum/
https://ngsmagnified.com/product/human-body-5e-model/
https://ngsmagnified.com/earth-science-curriculum/
https://ngsmagnified.com/life-science-curriculum/


Thank you for sharing NGS Magnified with your students!
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